
 
Come as You are. Grow in Grace. Serve in Love. 

10:00am Worship for August 30, 2026 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude                             Aria Prima from Hexachordium Apollinis        Johann Pachelbel 
Narmina Aliyeva 

 
Passing of the Peace*                                                                             
 
Call to Worship*                                                                                         Rev. Jennifer Casto 

*Rise in body or in spirit 
People of God, we are united as one body. 
Let us present this body for the worship of God. 
People of God, we are inspired by one Spirit. 
Let us welcome this Spirit by praising the Lord. 
People of God, we are made as one and inspired as one, yet we have many gifts. 
All: Let us offer these gifts in the service of love. 

 
Opening Hymn*                           O For a Heart to Praise My God                           UMH #417 

 
Scripture Reading                                   Romans 12:9-21                     Rev. Christian Taylor 
 
Children’s Moments                                                                                Rev. Christian Taylor 

After the conclusion of Children’s Moments, children 4 years old-3rd grade are invited to 
attend Children’s Church in South Fellowship Hall until the end of the worship service. 
Nursery care for ages 0-3 years is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please see 
an usher for assistance. 

 
Special Music                                           A Rightful Place                                 Steve Angrisano  

CCLI #7007170  
   Pew Pocket Prayer cards will be collected by the pastors during this piece. 
 
Season of Prayer                                                                                        Rev. Jennifer Casto 

Silent Prayer  
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 



Offerings in Ministries and Gifts                                                            Rev. Christian Taylor 
Offertory Music                              L'entrelien des Muses              Jean-Philippe Rameao 

Narmina Aliyeva 
Doxology*                           Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow                UMH #94 
Offertory Prayer 
Gracious God, all we have comes from Your generous hand. Today, we return a 
portion of those blessings to You. Use these gifts to bring comfort to the hurting, 
strength to the weary, and light to places in need of hope. May our giving reflect 
our gratitude and our lives bear witness to Your love. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

Gospel Reading*                                  Matthew 16:21-28                       Rev. Jennifer Casto 
 

Sermon                                                “Losing and Saving”                       Rev. Jennifer Casto 
 

Closing Hymn*                                     Am Thine, O Lord                                            UMH #419 
 
Benediction*                                                                                               Rev. Jennifer Casto 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. 

May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. 
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.   
May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. 

 
Postlude                                         A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                            arr. Diane Bish 

Narmina Aliyeva 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes: Morgan Grisez 
Greeters: Ralph & Pam Vaughn, Deborah Hayden, Marty Schwarz Jacob, Ellen Koch, 
Cathy Taylor 
Ushers: Keith Stimpert, Linda Karr, Margaret Logan, Mev Mielke, Tanna Stewart, Lesly 
Wade 



Announcements 
Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are given by Jim and Sue Heilman in honor of their 
55th wedding anniversary which was August 21st.  
 

 
Events today: Early service (lawn) 9:00am • Worship service (Sanctuary) 10:00am • 
Confirmation (Room 318) 11:30am • Impact (Potter Chapel) 6:00pm 
 
Outside Worship Services: Our Summer Outside Worship Service concludes today for 
2026. Next week we will resume meeting in Potter Chapel.  
 
Interested in Being An Acolyte?: An acolyte in the United Methodist Church is a person 
of any age who helps lead worship by lighting and extinguishing candles. They 
symbolize bringing the light of Christ into the service and taking it out into the world. If 
you are interested in becoming an acolyte, contact Drake Ogden at 
drake.ogden@yahoo.com 
 
Interested in Becoming an Usher?: Looking for a meaningful way to serve on Sunday 
mornings? Ushering is a wonderful way to do so! Serve one Sunday every five weeks 
(9:30-11:00am) by greeting worshippers, distributing bulletins, assisting with offering 
and communion, and helping as needed during the service. To volunteer or learn more, 
contact Russ Line at (614) 595-1028 or rjlineohio@aol.com. You may also contact the 
church office at (614) 885-5365.  
 
New Bible Study: Have you ever wondered why some people feel closest to 
God through music and worship, while others connect through nature, quiet 
reflection, serving others, or learning? Join us on September 21st as we begin 
a 5-week study of Gary Thomas's Sacred Pathways. Together, we’ll explore the 
different ways God has uniquely wired us to experience His presence and deepen our 
relationship with Him. Whether you’re looking to refresh your spiritual life, understand 
yourself better, or discover new ways to connect with God, there’s a pathway worth 
exploring. Come discover your sacred pathway—and perhaps see God in a whole new 
way. There are two options for this class:  Mondays on Zoom at 6:30pm or Tuesdays at 
2:00pm in Dixon. Study Guides will be available in the church office for $10. Please sign 
up with the QR Code. 
 
Ministry & Small Group Fair & Potluck: Come as you are. On Sunday, September 13, 
explore the ministries, small groups, classes, and service opportunities that help make 
Worthington UMC a community of connection and belonging. And plan to stay for our 
potluck meal—bring something to share and enjoy a meal around the table with others.  



Next Week’s Lectionary: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149 or Psalm 148; Romans 13:8-14; 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Keep us in the loop! Please contact Pastor Jennifer or Pastor Christian with pastoral 
concerns, including hospitalizations, births and deaths at Jennifer@worthingtonumc.com 
or Christian@worthingtonumc.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worthington UMC Staff 
Pastoral:  Rev. Jennifer Casto, Rev. Christian Taylor, Ashley Gerard  
Administrative:  Jennie Hayes 
Facilities:  Eddie Jarrell, Kelvin Poole 
Music: Jarod Ogier, Tim Byrer, Emily Campbell, Emily Stuart, Narmina Aliyeva 
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